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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2005 
House Meets At… Last Vote Predicted At… 
 

10:00 a.m.: Legislative Business 
 

 Ten “One Minutes” Per Side  
   

 

9:00 – 10:00 p.m. 

 

* THE REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE HOUSE WILL STAY IN 
SESSION AS LONG AS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE REMAINING LEGISLATIVE 
BUSINESS, INCLUDING INTO THE WEEKEND AND THE FOLLOWING WEEK. 
 

FLOOR SCHEDULE AND BILL SUMMARY 
 
H.Res.___ - Rule Providing for consideration of H.R. 4437 – Border Security Act (Rules).  The 
Rules Committee reported the 1st of two rules expected for consideration of this bill.  This is a restrictive 
rule that provides two hours of general debate and makes in order 15 amendments.  The rule self-
executes a provision that would authorize the Social Security Commissioner to carry out the activities 
mandated in the Employment Eligibility Verification section of the bill only to the extent that funds have 
been provided in advance to cover those activities by the Secretary of Homeland Security.   
 

H.Res. 602 – Rule Providing for consideration of H.R. 2830 Pension Reform Act (Rules).  The 
Rules Committee has recommended a closed rule that provides for 90 minutes of general debate and one 
motion to recommit with or without instructions.  The rule blocks an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute offered by Ranking Members Miller (CA) and Rangel.  Among other provisions, the substitute 
would: stabilize existing pension plans by extending for 2 years the corporate-bond-rate used to 
determine PBGC liabilities; encourage employers to maintain defined benefit plans without cuts in workers’ 
pension benefits; protect the pensions of American, Continental, Delta, Northwest Airlines and United by 
giving them the flexibility they have sought to meet their pension obligations; provides pension funding 
reform for multiemployer plans; and protects older workers during cash-balance conversions. 
 

H.R. 2830 – Pension Reform Act (Rep. Boehner) (Subject to a Rule).  This flawed $70 billion 
proposal contains controversial and harmful changes that could lead to millions of American workers losing 
their pension benefits.  HR2830 was reported by the House Education and Workforce Committee in June 
with all Committee Democrats voting “Present,” and by the Ways and Means Committee in November with 
all Democrats opposed.  This bill contains many provisions that increase the costs and regulations for 
companies to maintain defined benefit programs to the point that it will accelerate the real and growing 
pension crisis by causing many companies to freeze or abandon their pension plans.  The bill also: does 
not include the necessary flexibility and relief for Airlines that is contained in the Senate bill; makes the 
PBGC funding crisis WORSE by increasing its debt by $9 billion over the next decade; does nothing to fix 
regulations to stop companies from dumping underfunded pension plans onto taxpayers under 
bankruptcy, fails to protect older workers during cash-balance conversions, and increases the deficit and 
favor the wealthiest Americans at the expense of working families. 
 

H.R. 4437 – Border Security Act of 2005 (Rep. Sensenbrenner - Judiciary) (Subject to a Rule).  
This bill is an enforcement-based proposal that tightens border security and interior enforcement 
mechanisms.  HR4437 includes most provisions of the bill reported by voice out of the Homeland 
Security Committee in mid-November and was reported out of the Judiciary Committee on a party line 
vote (23-15) on December 8th.  The bill does not include the “guestworker” proposal supported by the 
President. 
 

This bill includes provisions to: require the establishment of a National Strategy for Border Security; 
require a plan for secure communications at the border; authorize additional border patrol agents, entry 
inspectors and canine units; require the installation of radiation portal monitors at all ports of entry and 
mandating that all cargo entering the US be screened for nuclear and radiological materials; and 
establish a university-based Center for Excellence for Border Security to focus on the most significant 
threats, vulnerabilities and consequences posed by the Nation's borders and border control systems. 
 

HR4437 also includes controversial provisions including: expanding the definition of “aggravated felony” 
to include unlawful presence in the US, which would permanently bar a person from securing lawful 
immigration in the US and allow local enforcement personnel to arrest undocumented aliens; expanding 
the definition of “smuggling” and “harboring illegal aliens,” potentially subjecting good Samaritans, 
relatives, and employers to severe criminal penalties and civil asset forfeiture; allowing for the use of 
Homeland Security grants for immigration enforcement; requiring “mandatory detention” of aliens who 
attempt to enter the US illegally until they are removed; requiring “expedited removal” against aliens 
suspected of having entered the US without inspection who are apprehended within 100 miles of the 
border; permitting that the US government send aliens to countries where they are likely to be tortured; 
expanding the existing employment verification pilot program to all employers within 2 years; 
establishing and expanding mandatory minimum sentences for numerous offenses; and restricting 
judicial review. 
 

The 15 amendments made in order by the rule are debatable for 10 minutes each: 
 Carter Amendment.  To require the Homeland Security Secretary to include satellite 

communications in the plan authorized by Section 106. 
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 Gohmert Amendment.  To require the Inspector General to refer any instances of misconduct or 
wrongdoing on a contract to the Homeland Security Secretary for evaluation. 

 Sam Johnson Amendment.  To add a Sense of Congress that the President, Attorney General, 
Secretary of State and other Department Secretaries should immediately use every tool at their 
disposal to enforce immigration laws. 

 Renzi Amendment.  To require that all uniforms procured for the Border Patrol be made in the US. 
 Castle Amendment.  To require DHS to submit a timeline for: equipping all land borders with the 

US-VISIT entry-exit system; deploying the exit component of the US-VISIT system at all land 
borders; and making all border security screening systems used by DHS interoperable. 

 Gingrey Amendment.  To suspend the Visa Waiver Program until the automated entry-exit 
program is operational and all ports of entry have functional biometric machine readers. 

 Campbell Amendment.  To prohibit any grant amount to any Federal, State or local agency or 
entity that prohibits its officials from sending information to DHS regarding the citizenship or 
immigration status of any individual. 

 Jackson-Lee Amendment.  To provide guidelines for implementing the secured alternatives to the 
mandatory detention provision included in the bill. 

 Castle Amendment.  To require DHS reports on several items including: the number of 
undocumented aliens from noncontiguous countries who are apprehended at the border; and the 
number of such aliens from countries identified as sponsors of terrorism. 

 Brown-Waite Amendment.  To add a new section that declares that Congress condemns rapes by 
smugglers along the international border. 

 Hunter/Dreier Amendment.  To mandate the construction of specific security fencing along the 
Southwest border and require a study one the use of physical barriers at the Northern border. 

 DeFazio/Lungren Amendment.  To direct the Customs and Border Protection to conduct a pilot 
program to evaluate the use of automated systems for immediate prescreening of individual airline 
passengers bound for the US before they board a plane. 

 Hayworth Amendment.  To increase employment-based visas through a reduction in non-
employment-based immigration categories. 

 Goodlatte/Herseth Amendment.  To eliminate the Visa lottery program. 
 Filner Amendment.  To make technical changes to the current statute governing the distribution of 

fraudulent documents. 
 

Pending Suspension Votes (8 bills): 
1)  H.Res. 579 - Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the symbols and traditions of 

Christmas should be protected (Rep. Jo Ann Davis - Government Reform) 
2) H.Con.Res. 315 - Urging the President to issue a proclamation for the observance of an American 

Jewish History Month (Rep. Wasserman-Shultz - Government Reform) 
3) H.Con.Res. 312 - Urging the Government of the Russian Federation to withdraw or modify proposed 

legislation that would have the effect of severely restricting the establishment, operations, and 
activities of domestic and foreign nongovernmental organizations in the Russian Federation (Rep. Hyde 
- International Relations) 

4) H.Con.Res. 294 - Calling on the international community to condemn the Laogai, the system of 
forced labor prison camps in the People’s Republic of China, as a tool for suppression maintained by 
the Chinese Government (Rep. Wolf - International Relations) 

5) H.Res. 409 - Condemning the Government of Zimbabwe`s "Operation Murambatsvina" under which 
homes, businesses, religious structures, and other buildings and facilities were demolished in an effort 
characterized by the Government of Zimbabwe as an operation to "restore order" to the country (Rep. 
Lantos - International Relations) 

6) H.Res. 575 - Providing that Hamas and other terrorist organizations should not participate in elections 
held by the Palestinian Authority, and for other purposes (Rep. Cantor - International Relations) 

7) H.Res. 534 - Recognizing the importance and credibility of an independent Iraqi judiciary in the 
formation of a new and democratic Iraq (Rep. Burgess - International Relations) 

8) H.Res. 598 - Condemning actions by the Government of Syria that have hindered the investigation of 
the assassination of former Prime Minister of Lebanon Rafik Hariri conducted by the United Nations 
International Independent Investigation Commission (UNIIIC) (Rep. Issa - International Relations) 

 

TOMORROW’S OUTLOOK 
 
The GOP Leadership has announced the following schedule: on Friday, the House will meet at 9:00 a.m. 
for legislative business.  The House will complete consideration of H.R. 4437 – Border Security Act of 
2005 (Rep. Sensenbrenner - Judiciary) and may consider the Conference Report on H.R. 2863 – 
Department of Defense Appropriations Act (Young {FL} – Appropriations). 
    

Daily Quote… 
 

“By a 65%-19% margin, Americans age 65 and above disapprove of the performance of Congress; those 
under 65 are also negative but less lopsidedly, 58%-27%. Moreover, senior citizens say by 47%-37% that 
they want Democrats rather than Republicans to win control of Capitol Hill…older voters, having given Mr. 
Bush slightly greater support than younger voters in his narrow 2004 re-election victory, have now become 
the most critical of his job performance.” 

- A story in The Wall Street Journal today 
   

 


